Pendoylan CIW Primary School
Parent Council - minutes of meeting on Thursday 19th June 2025

In attendance:
Mrs Harris - Head Teacher
Mr Parry - Deputy Head Teacher
Mrs Webb - Reception representative (secretary)
Mrs Strong - Year 1 representative
Mrs Stevens - Year 2 representative 
Mrs Watson - Year 3 representative (chair)
Mrs Tyler - Year 4 representative 
Mrs Morgan - Year 5 representative
Mrs Strong - Year 6 representative 

Absences:
Mrs Carson - Year 2 representative
Mrs Pearce - Nursery representative 

Nursery:
Discussion about nursery places for academic year 2025/2026. 
So far 18 names registered for nursery; there are still spaces available for September 2025. Ideally looking for low 20’s for nursery. Numbers are good for the following academic year. This year’s low numbers are being attributed to low birth rate; being seen across the Vale and in other schools. Parent Council representatives approached to distribute posters in community areas to promote the nursery placements still available.  

School attendance and holidays:
Mrs Harris updated that currently there is a big push on school attendance in the Vale area. The Vale have stated that since covid, attendance at schools has dipped and not returned to an appropriate level. Pendoylan CIW is currently functioning at 96% attendance and the school wishes to remain as one of the top performing schools in the area. Pendoylan CIW operates a policy whereby the school at their discretion can authorise up to 10 days holiday to be taken during term time. The Vale are releasing correspondence to all schools from September 2025 to not authorise term time non- attendance. The Governing Body will be considering and reviewing the current holiday policy during the Autumn 2025 school term. The Vale are able to impose fines on parents who take their children on holidays during school term time. 

Parent Council members asked for their views on the same. Their view was that removing the current holiday policy altogether would be unpopular with parents and that a balance needed to be struck. Suggestions put forward that 1 holiday request could be made for each family during the academic year for example or reducing the current policy to up to 5 days holiday. These suggestions to be taken forward to the Governing Body. 

Mrs Harris confirmed that general attendance is also being monitored and that parents must ensure that they notify school by 9.30am of any non-attendance that day. Currently children attending school late is an issue for the school; it is important that school are made aware of where children are for safeguarding reasons. 

Inset days: there was a discussion about the 5 inset days being grouped together as a block. Mrs Harris confirmed that this had been discussed previously but the feedback from parents was that there would be issues in securing more childcare during the academic year. Inset days are beneficial for the staff and it is helpful for them to be spaced apart to ensure that they can attend training courses for example which may run on a particular day/time of year. 

Teaching Assistants:
Mrs Harris confirmed that it is not compulsory for Key Stage 2 to have a Teaching Assistant for each year group from Year 3 onwards. Foundation phase/Key Stage 1 must have a Teaching Assistant for each year group. 
Year 4 do have a Teaching Assistant but not on a permanent basis and this resource is divided between Year 3 and Year 5. There are 3 Teaching Assistant’s in Key Stage 2 namely Ms Brett, Ms Arran and Mrs Rees. Teaching Assistants are budget led as set by the school. 

School parking and for events taking place:
This is an ongoing issue, and the school only has so much space for vehicles. Cars are prohibited from parking on the bend in the staff car park due to the size of the school bus(es). Due to an increased demand, the school bus(es) are bigger but need more space to swing around and to park. Discussion with Parent Council members are how many parents are taking up offer of school transport? It was agreed that there needs to be more advertising and information provided about school transport options which are available to the children for parents to then consider taking up. 

With regards to school events such as concerts/sports day etc; discussions take place with local Farmers to use their field(s) but not always an option due to time of year and crop growing etc. Parent Council members mentioned other options to be explored in the future such as parking at ‘Y Cwt’, parents potentially paying a small fee to park somewhere such as a Farmers field etc. These are all suggestions that can be considered in the future. Mrs Harris confirmed that the memorial hall car park is able to be used for parking. 

Healthy snacks:
Mrs Harris confirmed that school accept any one of the following options as constituting a healthy snack: fruit, yoghurt, oat bars, cheese, breadsticks, crackers. The school would never not allow a child to eat something that had been packed for them, but it is expected that parents try their best to provide one of the above snacks. 

School concerts:
Mrs Harris confirmed that school concerts play an important role in school life, for example with regards the children learning life skills such as performing, speaking in front of an audience, practising lines etc. There are no plans for school concerts not to take place in the future. There will always be a Christmas concert/play due to the school being a CIW school as well as this being a special event during the year. For 2025/2026 there will be a return to a St David’s Concert. There are no plans for any other concerts to be held. 

Notice for key events during the school year:
Mrs Harris updated that there will be a change for the academic year ahead for 2025/2026 with parents being provided with all key dates for the academic year at the start of September 2025 to include Parents evenings, sports day etc.  Parent Council members confirmed that they felt that this would be a very popular change with the parents. 

Communication between teachers and parents:
Mrs Harris confirmed that ‘seesaw’, ‘schoop’ and ‘google classroom’ are used as communication resources throughout the school. From Reception onwards there is more of a focus on the children learning/being taught during the school day which means that teachers will be focused on ensuring that their time is spent with the children rather than providing lots of detailed updates. The updates that are sent are focused to reflect the work being undertaken in the classroom at any given time and parents are informed of what is being learnt/taught during each school term.  

Parents evenings: 
The school are changing parents evenings for the academic year 2025/2026. The parents will have an opportunity to meet the class teachers during the first week of September and an online parents evening will take place in November. Another parents evening will follow in the Spring term and a full school report will be provided during the Summer term. The parents are able to request a meeting with a class teacher following receipt of the end of year school report should they so wish. 

School lunches: 
Big Fresh are the catering company employed by the Vale. The school lunches are nothing to do with the school themselves. Mrs Harris confirmed that there is a salad bar available every single day to the children. The vegetables depend on what the main menu is. Dessert will always include a fruit portion.  

Eating of snacks and drinking water during the school day:
Mrs Harris confirmed that teachers and staff monitor this regularly. Year 3 for example have a water fountain; and pupils are encouraged to drink water from there regularly and to re-fill their drinks during the school day and before going home on the school bus. All pupils are encouraged to eat their snacks etc. 

Spanish lessons:
Mrs Harris confirmed that these classes have been running for a number of years and are open to pupils from Year 2 to Year 6. Senora Smith is the teacher. Parents Council members discussed that it would be helpful for parents to know what other extra-curricular activities are available to the pupils across the school and when these activities may take place. There needs to be more information and advertising about the same.   

National testing within the school: 
Mrs Harris and Mr Parry confirmed that the children practise for these tests using previous test papers in school. They are also sent out to practise at home. There is ongoing practise in school all of the time. 

Bullying: 
A parent council members raised that there have been occasions when children have been coming home from school and discussing what they perceive to be bullying behaviour within school. Mrs Harris confirmed that the school operate an anti-bullying policy and that any signs of bullying are dealt with immediately. The school do not have a problem with bullying. An assembly will be held next week to discuss acceptable and unacceptable behaviour in school and about actions and words.  



Key sports offered in school:
Mrs Harris confirmed that hockey, netball, rounders, mini tennis, football, mini-tag, gymnastics and dance are all offered throughout the school. Mr Parry is looking into setting up tournaments/competitions with other schools. Some parents have confirmed that they would be prepared to offer any additional help/support around such events which the school notes.  

Cycling proficiency is offered in Year 6 but is not offered every year due to a lack of resources with the person running the programme having to be used in others schools in the Vale too. This is scheduled to run in Pendoylan for the academic year 2025/2026. The course had been booked for Year 6 for this year but the provider cancelled at the last minute due to ill-health and not having the capacity to cover all demand from other schools in the area. Parents are unable to assist with this as they need to be run by an accredited and insured person.

Next date for Parent Council: November 2025 TBC
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